
METAPHYSICS 
(PHIL 352) – Syllabus 1/2               vers.8-Dec-16 

NAÏVE METAPHYSICS                         P H I L 4 9 0  ( A O 1 )  

 Metaphysics is traditionally conceived as “the study of ultimate reality”, where “reality” 
contrasts with “appearance” and “ultimate” implies a foundation upon which all 
appearances rest. The traditional conception explains the prominence in the recent 
literature of “foundational metaphysics” and its fixation on the fundamental. And yet 
reality does not present itself to us via the fundamental, but rather via the naïve 
appearances of ordinary objects, artifacts, social phenomena, and the like. Because 
foundational metaphysics does not provide a “naïve metaphysics” of these appearances, 
it risks being irrelevant to what interests us most. This seminar will explore these large-
scale issues about metaphysics in general by focusing on the “naïve metaphysics” of 
social phenomena and artifacts in particular. 

 PREREQUISITES  PHIL203 + 3 units of philosophy, or permission. 

 

mailto:mike@raven.site
http://raven.site/
http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/course/view.php?id=
http://raven.site/teaching/%5bRaven%5d%20Philosophy%20Rubric.pdf


http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2016-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html
http://ces.uvic.ca/
https://www.academia.edu/24946861/Naive_Metaphysics
http://media.wix.com/ugd/63fc8a_57e9574d51b143238b5ba623b936c0a2.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/doi/10.1111/phc3.12220/epdf
http://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/doi/abs/10.1080/0020174X.2016.1251333?scroll=top&needAccess=true&journalCode=sinq20
http://aaronmgriffith.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/1/1/13119376/social_construction_and_grounding_final.pdf
http://www.jonathanschaffer.org/anchorground.pdf
http://www.jonathanschaffer.org/anchorground.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/doi/10.1111/j.1468-0068.2004.00465.x/epdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/doi/10.1111/j.1468-0068.2004.00465.x/epdf
http://link.springer.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/article/10.1007/s11098-009-9335-4
http://link.springer.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/article/10.1007/s11098-012-0030-5
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/doi/10.1111/phc3.12213/epdf
http://link.springer.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/article/10.1007%2Fs11229-016-1185-y
http://www.as.miami.edu/personal/sevnine/Documents/Article%20on%20Hylomorphism.rtf
https://www.academia.edu/9624691/Acts_Events_and_Things
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/doi/10.1111/1475-4975.00004/epdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/doi/10.1111/j.1746-8361.2006.01075.x/pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/doi/10.1111/j.1746-8361.2007.01097.x/epdf

